-18-

- The Bible
lar shaped with its hinged 1ig 27"
t's front and sides are carved with
nd circular floral-1ike patterns,

long, 18

It's 1id, however is smooth ang
ed and bears a brass plate saying it wag
rought from England to Dorchester iass,,in
630 by William Buel, an early settler,

undecora-

Though some of the Buel descendants call-
2 the box a seachesi, it's commonly referp-
l to as the "Bible Box" because it coulgd
ive been used to hold a
@ papers. It's more likely, however, that
nds to view the lives early settlers led

austere and heavahly woven with religion.

The box was handed

down through Buel's
scendants to Wales

Buel of Walesville,

‘More information of the
2 right,

"Bible Box" to

On the next

page a picture of Dr, Buel's
.ble Box, "

- DR. BUEL'S *“BIBLE BCX"~

Box is like a desk without legs,

¥F

resette $ Artribured to WiLLiam Buer (hcr_c 1630-d. 1681)

bible or other bookg S2muc (1641-1720) and

'S called a bible box because todays socigty

secting luféftes or arcs, while
. Muscum of Arr, 5o, 125.2) has

. Buel furniture forms are known. Many objeces from wo
. other shops—one in Norwich, Connecticur, and anotheri |
- Providence, Rhode Island,* inc!uding boxes, chests,
. Breat chairs — have sindilar precisely modeled roscrtes, bur b

: fepresent altogether different shop traditions, possibly oth |
- Midlands masters. b

t. Kane 1970, pp. 78-79. Trent 1977, p. 97.

made of oak recfhg-
wide and 84" deep,

Carved box

Windsor, Connccricut, 1640~1680

Oak
H:8nin (214 cm} W 27in. (68.6 cm) D: 18 in. (45.7 cm}

The Oneida Historical Socicty, Utica, New York. Gift of Dr. Wak@f

Buc}

William Bue! was born in Chesterron, County Huntingdor:
England, and came to Dorchester in the Massachuserrs Bay:
in 1630. He moved to Windsor, Connecticut, between 1635
and 1639 and made “inside work” consisting of joined scatsg
or pews for the Windsor meeringhouse about 1650, His SOF
grandson Josiah (1681~1732) werdh
joiners in Killingworth, <onnecticut, a large farming rown?: :
near the mouth of the Connecticut River; a great-grandsor
David (d. 1749) was a dishrurner!
his box was owned and made by William Bucl and des-5
cended in his famnuly. The front of the box is carved with ﬁx
rosettes linked by a Fuillocke, or interrwined band, a modf
Aso seecnon a Salisbury tabic {see no. 16). Two other boxc
made by Buel or his son Samuel survive. The ﬁrs_: (f{aIc. Un“
versity Are Gallery, 1741.45) hg.ﬁ_simﬁl_gr roseres 1QsEdc integ.

i1

the Second (Metropslitan 1y

_ repeated units of three rosert

- m guslloches. Precisel ¥y modeled with gougework and punci}
work, Bucl’s carving ornaments the sides as well as the
fronts of his boxes.

|
Litte is known aboug the joinery traditions of the §
{
I
I

Midlands Counties from which Bucl came, and no other i

and |t

’

R.ET. |

. A rypical example of this tradition

it in Nutting 1938, no, 12.
3. St. George 1979, Pp. 65-69,



